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WWelcome to the special 20th Anniversary 
issue of Katie’s House Newsletter.  Before we 
celebrate, let us look back into our history… 
and like all good stories we will start at the 
beginning! 

“In the beginning” Evelyn Dudziec, our 
Founder, was busily running another 
organization that she founded… Healing the 
Children Midlantic, providing free medical 
care to Foreign and American children. Evelyn 
was asked to assist a 2-week-old baby that 
needed multiple surgeries and a family willing 
to take her for long term care. Although Katie, 
was nursed through all her surgeries by the 
Dudziec family, developmental issues remained. When Katie was released by her birth parents for 
adoption, Evelyn and Conrad decided to include Katie in the Dudziec household and Katie was 
adopted at the age of 3.… As time went by everyone fell in love with her. Katie, pictured above, 
has been our inspiration for Katie’s House. 

In 2000-2001-Evelyn and Conrad decided that they wanted something different for Katie, who 
was born with Oral, Facial, Digital Syndrome and Intellectual Disabilities. They did not want her to 
live in a Group Home as an adult. They wanted her to be independent, living with staff who would 
always be chosen and hired by family and not in the world that so many of our seniors and adults 
with intellectual disabilities live, where many are abused, or ignored by staff that is overwhelmed 
and underpaid. They wanted her to have activities, be with friends and have the safety of supportive 
housing in a social environment.  Katie’s House was incorporated in 2001 as a Non-Profit.

Happy 20th Anniversary!



Friendship Group and Circle of Friends
In 2008-Friendship Group was started, 
providing social activities every Friday 
evening and this grew to the point 
we realized the necessity of adding 
another group called Circle of Friends. 
Both groups together have 63 active 
participants. Our young adults loved 
being with their peers out in the 
community.

Note from Mary Claire (Parent)
A picture is worth a thousand words and this photo sums up 
perfectly what Katie’s House means for Colleen- friendship, 
connection, love and support while having fun and being 
immersed in the community.  Thank you

1st House 
In 2004 KH raised enough money to buy a home 
in Newton NJ and over the next couple of years 
renovated this into a charming 
house where Katie would 
live for nine years, eventually 
moving to a new home in 2016. 

This house would become 
a home for young men and 
presently Dan and Brian live 
there.



Classes
In 2009 We expanded Katie’s House 
social initiatives by providing Cooking 
Classes, Dance Classes and Sign Lan-
guage Classes. These classes were dual 
purpose programs aimed at providing 
an opportunity for social interaction 
while also developing useful skills. 
Photo of some members Signing.

2nd House
In 2012, Additional needs were 
identified, and Evelyn proceeded to 
open our 2nd home for young men. 
Richard and Jeremy have now lived 
independent of their parents for 
nine years. 

Note from Jeremy’s Parents
Katie’s House has given Jeremy an opportunity to live on 
his own and develop a sense of autonomy by being part 
of a community. He is able to experience life and access 
activities in a safe environment with support staff available 
to him in this independent living environment. Bob and I 
as parents, know that he is safe. It is important to us that 
he develops a sense of independence and life on his own 
terms. We are incredibly grateful to Katie’s House for this 
golden opportunity.

Terry and Bob 



Service Group
Also, in 2012 we added the Services Group to our 
list of activities. Katie’s House not only believes that 
it is important to “giveback” to the community, but 
that its equally important that we give our young 
residents and participants an opportunity to also 
share in the effort.   
•  Toys for children battling cancer for the Holidays 
•  Buddy Packs for Children going into Foster care.
•  Volunteering in the community

3rd House
In 2016 we opened our 3rd house moving 
Katie to this new home with another young 
lady, also named Katie.  Better known as 
Katie D and Katie K.

Note for Katie K’s Mom. 
Katie’s House changed my daughter’s life since 
moving there in May 2016. Her whole attitude 
and demeanor have changed. She has matured in 
ways that I know would not have been possible 
if she had remained living with us. We could not 
have provided her with the attention and activi-
ties that she has now. Words cannot express my 
gratitude to Katie’s House and all they have done.     

Diane (Katie K’s Mom)



4th House
In 2017 we opened our 4th house also for 
young women. Now providing housing 
for Mc Tiff and Respite when parents need 
time for themselves.

Note from Cyndi and Bill (Parents)....
CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 20TH ANNIVERSARY FROM 
YOUR FRIENDS IN THE FRIENDSHIP GROUP AND THE CIRCLE OF 
FRIENDS!!!!  “We will be forever grateful to Evelyn and Conrad Dudziec for 
their long term vision to help the special needs community. Over the years 
Katie’s House has provided numerous weekly activities and fostered many 
wonderful lifelong friendships for our daughter, Courtney. KH has provided 
opportunities for community service, which has given Courtney a wonderful 
sense of accomplishment and purpose and was instrumental in encourag-
ing her to be more independent. It truly has made a difference. During the 
Pandemic, they have continued helping everyone to keep connected through 
Zoom.  This is the highlight of our daughter’s week.  Thank you for your caring 
staff who make every one of our young adults feel important. As Courtney 
says: “I’m grateful and blessed to be part of Katie’s House”



Mentoring Families
Good news travels quickly and in that regard Katie’s House news 
has spread.  Even the State of New Jersey has drawn upon us to 
assist others who are interested in following in our footsteps, to 
weave their way through a complicated system of government 
services and assistance.  Katie’s House has prepared a book 
outlining options and services available and techniques for 
securing help from government agencies and we have provided 
both one on one consulting and small seminars for people who are 
considering developing their nonprofit for their adult child with 
disabilities.  

The following are notes from just a few of the many families who 
Evelyn assisted in setting up their own versions of Katie’s House. 
These are Parents thinking outside the box providing housing or 
day programs and activities.  This mentoring is all done free of 
charge by Evelyn.



SMILE of Hopatcong (New Jersey)
Congratulations on your 20th Anniversary!  

I first met Evelyn in 2009.  My wife Patty and I have a wonderful son named Steven with Down 
syndrome. He had been on the state Group home waiting list since he was about 5 yrs old. At that time, 
he was 21 and the waiting list to be placed in NJ was over 3500. We knew then we would have to take 
matters into our own hands but how? Where do you start? What is possible?

A friend of mine told me about Katie’s House in Newton. I called my good friend John to tell him about 
it. We decided to reach out to Evelyn Dudziec the Executive Director to see what start up would be like. 
She invited us to see Katie’s House and chat over a cup of coffee. While there she started explaining the 
big picture to us and started to drill down into the fine details a little. I was writing as fast as I could but 
couldn’t keep up with all the “stuff” you needed to know and do.

Then she said “I know how hard it is to get started. Don’t be discouraged. I wrote a book to help”. She 
gave us both a copy of TOMORROW’S PATH a book she wrote and published specifically to help people 
like me to get started. As we left Katie’s House that day, we both went home excited to read the facts of 
what it would take to get going. She was spot on. It wasn’t going to be easy, but we now had the directions 
of how to make it happen. 

As we started putting the phase 1 pieces together, 
(establishing a 501-C3, putting a board of directors 
together etc.) our son attended Cooking classes, 
Dance classes, Sign language and more, all started 
and driven by Evelyn through Katie’s House. Did 
I mention the social events? Circle of Friends and 
Friendship Group met weekly helping our guy 
to come out of his shell socially. Throughout the 
process she met with us many times answering all 
the questions we came up with.

Today the SMILE of Hopatcong is thriving. Home 
base is a 4,000 sq foot building housing our guys, a community space, and our office. Without the help of 
Evelyn and Katie’s House who knows where we would be.

God Bless you Evelyn and Katie’s House for all you do and try to do in the future for “Our Gang”. Thank 
you so much for helping us get started. Congratulations on 20 fantastic years of service to the community 
through Katie’s House.

Allan Milford (Parent) 
President 
The SMILE of Hopatcong



Rebecca’s Homestead (New Jersey)
It was a spring evening in 1991 when I first met Evelyn and Conrad. My husband Dennis and I were 
at Lake Drive School Intro to Sign Language Class provided for parents who have just received the 
unexpected news that their child has a severe hearing loss.

There was Evelyn next to her wonderful husband Conrad, and there was Dennis and I married just 6 
years and dealing with so much as first time parents.

Evelyn was a Godsend, strong, secure, 
and confident about their Katie and 
what they needed to do to raise her to 
be a strong woman.  Evelyn was warm 
and willing to talk as was Conrad, 
telling us not to be afraid to reach out for 
help. They asked us the hard questions 
about what we were going through, and 
Evelyn became our first and most trusted 
mentor for our future with our daughter. 

We are grateful for their insight, their 
courage to face the unknown world of 
life for adults affected by Developmental 
disabilities.  Evelyn was willing to take 
on the challenge of navigating a state-
run system for the best interest of Katie.

We watched alongside them and 
continued to find ways to keep our 
Rebecca included in Katie’s life. We learned and followed their lead, as both of our daughters became 
adults, grew as friends and thriving regardless of disabilities all because of the courage of Evelyn and 
Conrad to make a way for Katie’s adult life while helping many others.

To this day, now 20 years later, Katie’s House and all that it represents is the guiding light for Rebecca’s 
Homestead.

Congratulations to the 20 year anniversary of Katie’s House, Inc. 

Dennis and Michele Elmers



Home of Bright Choices (Florida)
Katie’s House has played a very special role in the 
development of Home of Bright Choices and in the life 
of our family. With Evelyn’s guidance we can imagine a 
better future for our daughter. A future which involves 
her being a part of the larger community, interacting 
with those with and without disabilities in constructive 
and healthy ways. A future wear she and others can 
live safely, independently in their own home and not in 
a group home setting. Our program offers those with 
disabilities the opportunity to participate in programs 
of their choosing highlighting their talent and special 
interest. We are in the process of developing our housing 
program which will be modeled after Katie’s House. 
We could not do this without the example set by Katie’s 
House. 

Arlene (Parent)

Friends of Lauren (New Jersey)
A little more than 2 years ago it became apparent that we needed 
to get our daughter out of the licensed group home she was 
currently living in. My husband and I wanted to act quickly but 
we had no idea where to even start. So, of course, we contacted 
Evelyn Dudziec.

Evelyn not only agreed to meet with us – She and one of her house 
managers spent the better part of a Saturday afternoon with us! 
She explained exactly how she accomplished establishing Katie’s 
House for her daughter and many others to follow. She outlined 
step by step what we needed to do and provided us with all the 
resources we would need. We got to work immediately and, each 
time we had a question, Evelyn was always there to help us along 
the way. Because of Evelyn’s expertise and availability, we were 
able to establish our daughter in her own home with a live-in 
caregiver in less than a year.  Thank You 

Marge (Parent)



Lennon’s House (New Jersey)
Evelyn helped us start Lennon’s House by giving us a guideline 
and the steps in the formation of a non-profit.  Not only did she 
provide hard copies of each and every detail we had to follow, 
but she also met with us to describe the complicated process and 
wrote our Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws at no charge.  
She helped to simplify everything to the point of where we could 
show other parents how to form a non-profit for their adult child 
with Intellectual Disabilities.  Giving advice on various forms of 
fundraising, the important government agencies to contact and 
the importance of seeking out other families to be part of our 
group.  

Thank you Evelyn and Katie’s House for all you do for our 
population.

C E Phillips- Lennon’s Mom

Peace by Piece (New Jersey)
Katie’s House has helped establish our non-profit in ways we are forever grateful. In just the ear-
ly years of envisioning what our non-profit would turn out to be Evelyn sat down with myself, my 
daughter, and my oldest brother. She went over the ins and outs of starting a non-profit, she ad-
dressed the concerns and questions we each had. Evelyn was patient, kind and expressed her knowl-

edge with us in a loving way. She was encour-
aged to see the belief we had in taking on this 
new journey. 

Evelyn continues to encourage us and guide us 
when need be. While a Community Center of 
our own is the first phase of PBPNJ, housing 
for our individuals will follow. We are hopeful 
to have Evelyn’s expertise in order to ease us 
into the housing process when we are ready. 
 
Jean Decker CEO, President (Parent)



Stephanie’s House (Pennsylvania) 
We were a mom and dad who were 
blessed with a daughter with severe 
autism. Non-verbal. No regard for 
safety. Unable to care for herself. As her 
graduation from a residential program 
ensued, we KNEW that the best place 
for her life would have to be a place we 
created FOR her. But where to begin? 

That's when we found Katie's House and 
Evelyn Dudziec. Without hesitation and 
with a generous heart, Evelyn guided us 
in where to begin and what to expect and 
many, many scary steps along the way. It 
took some time and tears, but years later 
Stephanie's House, a 501c3 LIFE home for 
women with autism, was opened. We have 
been taking care of three residents with 
autism since 2014. Our daughter is happy 
and safe and loved.

We congratulate and graciously thank 
Evelyn for her unending generosity and 
for blazing a path for all of us.   

Marie (Parent)



The Dudziec Family - Thank You for Your Support
On this, our twentieth anniversary, we have much for which to be grateful… the most important of 
which is you, our supporters.  Without your help, encouragement, and financial support we would have 
never gotten Katie’s House off the ground, let alone been able to achieve its growth. So, to all of you, our 
most sincere thanks. Because of Covid, this has been 
a difficult year for all of us… some of our supporters 
have moved and most have been impacted, to a greater 
or lesser extent, financially.  Our struggle is not over 
and won’t be for some time. It’s great to know that we 
can depend on your continued support. Our Executive 
Director Evelyn Dudziec is non-paid, so your donation 
goes directly to support programs.

Stay safe and I hope 2021 turns into the best year ever.

Katie’s House Board of Trustees 
and the Dudziec Family.
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